Luke 18:15-17

New International Version
1984 (NIV1984)

The Little Children and Jesus ]
People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him

to place his hands on them. When the disciples saw
this, they rebuked them. But Jesus called

the children to him and said, “Let the

little children come to me, and do not hinder them,
for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.
Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the

kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”

Can the church be the church without Children present?
Learn something about Faith (power,
Learn something about Serving (
Learn something about ourselves.

We want everyone who participates in Children’s ministry to grow up
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CHILDREN MATTER!

Celebrating Their Place in the Church, Family, and Community

WISDOM: | need to make the wise choice!
Discover God’s unique plan for my life.

Invest in wisdom. Wisdom is more than just mental agility or power. It’s really
about insight and understanding of how the world works, how people operate,
how situations unfold and then in light of those insights, knowing the
healthiest way to live. Wisdom is mental and emotional intelligence applied to
life. It’s being ‘life smart.’

“For when we cease to worship God, we do not worship nothing, we
worship anything.” G. K. Chesterton

FAITH: | can trust God no matter what.

“Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.”
— Corrie ten Boom

Invest in Faith. God says “you are fearfully and wonderfully made,
precious in My sight.” The world says your commodity to be exploited,
marketed and consumed. God says ““I will be with you always. I will
never leave you or forsake you.” The world says “survival of the fittest.”

FRIENDSHIP: | will treat others with way | want

to be treated

Invest in relationships: A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born
for a time of adversity. Proverbs 17:17

I would rather walk with a friend in the dark, than alone in the light
— Helen Keller
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SACRED == J OURNEY

Many of us have a gnawing sense that there must be
something more to life than what we are experiencing right
now. Something in our spirit tells us there is more. There is a
stirring we can neither describe nor completely satisfy. No
matter how busy we are, no matter how far up the ladder of
success we climb, or how much we have, we still a longing for
more. Why?

Imagine that long ago a prince or princess was kidnapped
as a baby and raised in squalor, filth and learned to survive by
a gang of thieves. (David Copperfield) How would this child
know their true identity? They would act and mimic those
around them, never imagining the nobility of character and
true joy that was supposed to mark their lives. They might
even settle for these second rate pleasures and seek to
become a highly celebrated thief, or they might go in the
opposite direction, living frantic and fragmented lives in an
attempt to regain respectability. Such a child might even
hunger for noble things and the dream of home, but have no
way to express it. In the end, their lives would be marked by
depression and so many other relationship problems. Imagine
what it would feel like to discover that this child was in fact
you.

What if our culture, our passions and our own foolish
mistakes have acted like a gang of thieves, blinding us to who
we were always meant to be? What if you have an amazing
calling on your life to become a prince or princess in God’s
Kingdom? Could you possibly be of an ancient and royal blood
line? What if within you right now is beginning of something
noble? What difference would it make?

But who is it that is calling you and what sort of language to
they speak? We believe it is God. And calling is the right
word, for in the New Testament, Saint Paul says it is not so
much that he feels he knows God, but that God knows him.
Have you ever been completely alone, perhaps on the beach
and yet had the sense of belonging and of being known by
something bigger than you can fully sense? Do you ever have
the sense that God is calling out to you - not in a shout, but in
a whisper? Then listen carefully...
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